To assess interferences of carboxylester hydrolase (EC 3.1. Evidently, the Wako UV kinetic lipase assay performs well and is a valuable alternative for the triolein assay, particularly in circumstances when the latter fails owing to nonlinear reaction conditions during the usual measurement interval in automated analysis.
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Orally administered calcium carbonate is poorly absorbed. Citrate given orally at the same time substantially increases calcium absorption and urine calcium excretion, even in small amounts (1 mol of citrate per 8 mol of calcium) (1) . Calcium phosphate, the predominant salt of calcium in milk, is also poorly soluble at physiological pH. We investigated whether the effect on the phosphate salt would be similar to that for the carbonate salt in such oral loading experiments.
Oral loading studies were done as described previously (1), on the same three normal subjects. They ate a low-calcium diet the day before both loads and fasted overnight. Water was permitted. Calcium hydrogen phosphate dihydrate (4.3 g) with and without dipotassium hydrogen citrate (6 g) and citric acid (1.2 g) loads were taken orally with 300 mL of water on different days. Urine specimens were collected beforethis(at-2toO)and0to2,2to4,and4to6hlater.
We measured urine volume and creatinine, calcium, phosphate, and citrate, all as described previously (1, 2) . Data were analyzed by use of the Wicoxon nonparametric statistic.
The results are tabulated below: Urinaiy calcium excretion did not increase when calcium phosphate was given alone. When an equimolar amount of citrate (25 mmol) was added, urinary calcium excretion increasedsignificantly (P <0.05) above baseline 2-4 and 4-6 h later. There were no significant changesin phosphate excretion.
Although citrate excretion doubled when oral citrate was given, the time course of citrate excretion dif fered from that of calcium excretion, the peak citrate excretion occurring at 0-2 h after ingestion. Citrate excretion also was not significantly changed. Citrate given alone has no effect on calcium excretion (1) . These findings are consistent with the suggestion that citrate acts by solubilizing insoluble salts in the gut lumen rather than by mobilizing calcium from bone or promoting its renal excretion (1) .
In summary, the effect ofequimolar citrate in enhancing calcium absorption and excretion was also seen with calcium phosphate, but was less marked than for calcium carbonate.
